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Keys to Help God’s Word Come Alive!

By Gary Hoffman (Part 1 of 4)

Everything you will ever need to know in life is in the Bible. It’s called a GUIDEBOOK or MANUAL
FOR LIFE! So, a challenging question to ask -yourself, might be: SO WHY DON’T | HEAR GOD, or WHY
DON’T | FEEL LIKE | CONNECT WITH GOD on a regular daily basis?

Well, some keys to HEARING and UNDERSTANDING God are to MARINATE ON and MEMORIZE some of
his word. A good RULE of THUMB, so to speak, is to focus on verses that MAKEYOUmake you STOP and
THINK. Those would be GREAT Bible verses to START with. You may say “I hate to memorize”, or “l can’t
memorize”. Well, your mind is like a muscle, just like anything else in your body, if you don’t use it, or
don’t exercise it, it will become less effective.

SOME-GOOD-NEWSome good news is that God’s plan for us is to use our MINDS to allow His Word OPEN
UP to us and in us, as we MARINATE or MEDITATE on His God-Inspired words. A pastor friend in one of
his weekly sermons said; -“If you start your DAILY QUIET TIME in the FIRST TWENTY MINUTES of YOUR
DAY, you’ll GET WISER, OR YOU’LL GO the OTHER WAY, and WON’'T BE AS WISE for the day!” To be
clear, it’s GOD’S PLAN for us to spend time in His word to EARNESTLYearnestly SEEK OUT the Holy Spirit
in a DEEPER MEANINGEUEmMeaningful MANNER.

As it says in Il Timothy 3:16-17 (NIV) “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God
may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”

Key points to HELP memorize God’s valuable words:

1) Know WHY it’'s IMPORTANT for you to personally memorize KEY God-inspired verses.

2) Understand and kKNSGWknow that God’s Word HELPS your LIFE.

w

The Bible is like a GUIDEBOOK or MANUAL for YOUR life!

N

Try reading the Bible SLOWER, ABSORBING God’s Word, rather than at a faster pace.

[ Y

Know your MIND is a MUSCLE, and exercising it makes memorization easier.

~

)
)
)
) Pray for God to OPEN UP your MIND to ABSORB His WORDS of WISDOM and DISCERNMENT.
)
) Find WORD PICTURES to help you RECALL verses or KEY phrases in the Bible.

)

8) We ALL learn differently, find out how you learn best. (HEAR IT, SAY IT, WRITE IT, REPEAT IT!)

9) Know God is very CREATIVE in HELPING you LEARN and GROW in His Word.

10) Asyou’re WAKING UP, use the POWER of Holy Spirit by repeating and saying MEMORY verses.
11) The HOLYX-SRIRIFoly Spirit, our Counselor will not force Himself on us, it’s BEST to SEEK HIM OUT.

12) A HUMBLE, SURRENDERED, and SERVANT-LIKE ATTITUDE OPENS YOU UP, so the Holy Spirit can
ASSIST you in a DEEPER more fulfilling MANNER.
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“l have hidden your Word in my heart that | might not sin against you.” psaim 119:11 (NIV)

Key points to HELP memorize God’s valuable words:

13) A suggestion is to memorize SHORT KEY VERSESverses, which have IMPACTED YOU.

14) Each VERSE is like a VALUABLE TOOL, IRREPLACEABLE in your TOOL BOX.

15) If possible, set aside a SRECIFICTIMEspecific time each day or week to memorize verses-,
SETsetting® PERSONAL GOALS. Maybe one verse per day or week to memerizebegin. It’'s best to
memorize when you're fresh and alert. Know God will Bless you more than you can imagine. (I prefer
the early morning time, befereas my day starts.)

16) ASK the HOLY-SPIRIoly Spirit¥ to FILL you,...yes FILL you with a DEEPER LEVEL of His DISERNING
Power.

“But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach
you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.” John 14:24 (NIV)

A challenging exercise for this week - Put to memory as many of these short verses as you
can. These are short hand picked verses to HELRhelp you BEGIN to EXPAND you MIND and they will
HELP you GROW! Try it, you MIGHT SURPRISE YOURSELF!

1) |l Corinthians 5:7 (NIV) “Live by faith, not sight.”

2) Psalm 119:11 (NIV) “I have hidden YOUR WORD in my heart that | might not sin against you.”
3) Psalm 119:105 (NKJV) “YOUR WORD is a lamp to my feet, and a light to my path.”

4) Proverbs 8:1 (NIV) “Does not wisdom call out? Does not understanding raise her voice?”

5) Matthew 5:8 (NIV) “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.”

But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my
name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything |
have said to you. John 14:26 (NIV)

Question to ponder:

So what will you commit to today to begin to marinate on God’s word more?
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