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Real Men Read the Instructions

Keys to Help God’s Word Come Alive---- By Gary Hoffman (part 3 of 4)

Years ago, | had a bumper sticker in my office, which said; Real Men Read the Instructions”. It was a
Christ-centered bumper sticker I'd picked up somewhere. The thought behind it was; REAL MEN READ
the BIBLE. Which is God’s plan for us to MARINATE, STUDY, and if possible, SAY His WORD VERBALLY
OUT LOUD. Let’s see what it says in 2 Timothy 3:16-17, along with other key verses. Is it possible that
ALL of GOD’S VERSES in the BIBLE HAVE AN INTENDED PURPOSE for US?

“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in

rightousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”
2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NKJV)

“I have hidden your word in my heart, so that | might not sin against you.” Psalm 119:11 (NKJV)

“Your word is a lamp to my feet, and a light to my path.” Psalm 119:105 (NKJV)

Here are some sole-searching guestions:
Do you wish you heard God better?
Do you wonder why your day isn’t more productive?
Do you feel you’re wasting your life and it’s slipping away?
Do you want to be used by God, but don’t know how?

The popular song “Spirit Arise” by Kings Porch, repeats over and over in the refrain: “SPIRIT ARISE,... OH,
....SPIRIT ARISE”. | want to suggest, generally speaking, we’re WISER, more DISCERNING, and more
ALERT, when we CONNECT and INVITE HIM into OUR WORLD.

| encourage you to BEGIN YOUR DAY before you’re fully awake, (if possible), REPEATING VERSES or parts
of PRIASE and WORSHIP songs beginning to be FILLED with the PRESENCE of the SPIRIT at a DEEPER
LEVEL. As you OPEN YOURSELF UP in an HONEST, HUMBLE TRANSPARENT MANNER, you will ENGAGE
the SPIRIT. Yes, the SPIRIT ARISES and FILLS you, in a more MEANINGFUL and DEEPER MANNER, as you
SEEK HIM OUT!

“In the beginning was the WORD, and the WORD was with God, and the WORD was God.”
John 1:1 (NKJV)

Challenging Questions to Ponder:

1) So, what does it mean, ALL SCRIPTURE is God-breathed and USEFUL? (See 2 Timothy 3:16-17
above.)

2) Whyisit VITALLY IMPORTANT to have God’s WORD in OUR MIND and HEART?
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Additional KEY POINTS to help you MEMORIZE and SEEK OUT God’s WORD

Keys to Praying the Bible: Quote from the book; A Journey Into Prayer by Evelyn Christenson.

“Since God is personally present when we receive His answers from the bible, it is logical that He expects
us to interact with Him about what He’s said. And since this is the only book which the author is always
present while it’s being read, it also is true that this is the only book where a personal interaction with
the author, God is necessary.”

“The Bible differs from all other books ever written, in that it’s ALIVE. Hebrews 4:12 says “The WORD of
God is LIVING and ALIVE. Sharper than any double-edged sword.... It judges the thoughts and attitudes
of the heart.” This is only possible because God HIMSELF, it's AUTHOR, is ACTIVE as the Bible
ENLIGHTENS AND INSTRUCTS us. Thus, the Bible can be APPLIED PRACTICALLY ONLY THROUGH
SPIRITUAL INVOLVEMENT, WITH GOD HIMSELF, and this interaction is prayer.”

“There are three steps necessary in using God’s Word effectively: (1) ACCEPT IT, (2) RESPOND to IT’S
AUTHOR, and (3) LIVE IT”.

Our Weapon is God’s Word

“Take the helmet of salvation and the SWORD of the SPIRIT, which is the WORD of God. And PRAY in the
SPIRIT on all occasions with ALL KINDS of PRAYERS and REQUESTS.” Ephesians 6:17-18a (NIV)

3) In Ephesians 6:17-18a, what does God’s WORD SAY is OUR WEAPON? Why is this so vitally important
to MEMORIZE and SAY God’s WORD?

A Challenging Exercise for This Week --- Below are a few short, hand-picked verses to
BEGIN to EXPAND your MIND, and help you GROW! Put to memory as many of these
short verses as you can this week. Try it and you’ll see it’s part of GOD’S PLAN FOR US!

John 1:1 (NKJV) “In the beginning was the word, and the word, was with God, and the word was God.”
Phillippians 4:13 (NKJV) “I can do everything through Him who gives me strength.”

Psalm 90:12 (NKJV) “Teach us to number our days aright, that we may gain a heart of wisdom.”
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Psalm 90:17 (NKJV) “May the favor of the Lord our God rest upon us; establish the work of our hands
for us — yes, establish the work of our hands.”

1 Timothy 6:6a (NKJV) “But godliness with contentment is great gain.”
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